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The National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain is   
a lifeline for many teenage musicians to get to the 
next level of their artform and imagine a life in music. 
When you see them playing at a world-class level,  
it’s easy to think that all the young people up there 
have had the same well supported journey, but  
this is far from true.  

In 2022, for the first time, we will be helping a group of 
particularly promising young musicians with huge potential 
but a distinct lack of opportunity to help them realise it.  
We met them at NYO auditions this year, and while they 
didn’t quite make it in this time around, we would love to  
help them win a seat in NYO in the future. 

So we are inviting them to come and be enthralled on a 
two-week residency and concert tour with NYO musicians,  
to boost their skills and confidence. All will be from state 
schools, where opportunities for musical progression are 
often disintegrating, or from backgrounds not represented 
enough in orchestral music. 

They’ll be learning and rehearsing, eating and hanging  
out together at the University of Kent, and then performing 
together Téenek — Invenciones de Territorio by Gabriela  

Ortiz, and Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring at the Royal  
Festival Hall in the Southbank Centre.

Erin Fflur Jardine, 13, who has just joined the NYO  
Community for 2022 with her harp, says ‘Some people will  
think they’re not good enough, they’ll never get in, so the  
idea to help people not quite ready for NYO to play with  
NYO musicians and see that all their practising is worth  
it, is really good.’ 

INSPIRE A PROMISING YOUNG MUSICIAN 

We are calling this new, very promising group of musicians 
NYO Inspire Associates. If you would like to help cover 
the costs for one of them to join NYO in 2022, and perhaps 
change their horizon forever, here are some ideas:

£45 could help a teenage musician with the cost of  
travel to an NYO residency

£70 could assist with booking them a bedroom in  
university accommodation 

£230 could give them their place on an NYO residency  
for a day

   YOUNG MUSICIANS COULD
       BE ENTHRALLED IN APRIL

Exceptional 
experiences, like 

having the chance 
to play with NYO, 

are transformative 
for young people. Ph
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Morro Barry, 17, is determined to progress in orchestral music and share it with others, whatever 
it takes. So, he puts his tuba in a trailer and hooks it up to his bike to perform locally, and every 
Saturday he does a five-hour round trip by train to play in an orchestra. 

‘My first tuba was held together with 
gaffer tape and lying in a cupboard 
when the local Boys Brigade brass band 
asked me if I’d like to try it,’ says Morro, 
who has just joined NYO. ‘More recently, 
before I auditioned for NYO, my mum 
helped me to apply for some grants to 
get a new tuba.

‘The difference a good instrument makes 
is huge. The way the valves move on my 
new tuba lets me be much more precise 
with the notes, and the tuning and 
intonation are much better as well.’

Of course, a decent instrument is only 
part of what it takes to encourage  
the hard work needed to become a 
brilliant orchestral player. 

‘My school’s practice rooms are 
crumbling, though the music staff try 
hard to give support. And cuts at my 
local music service mean that the 
ensembles have become really small. 

‘That’s why I went out to look for 
opportunities to play with large 
ensembles, like the one at the Junior 

Royal Academy in London where I go 
every week on the train, and why I went 
to NYO Inspire a few years ago and 
then auditioned for NYO this year.

‘I try to challenge myself on my own, but I 
need to be stretched by others who can 
make sure I’m doing it properly, which is 
why I need NYO. There can sometimes 
be a snobbery around orchestral music, 
which I think scares some of my peers 
off, but the NYO audition was the first 
one I can honestly say I had fun at.  
They make it so friendly!’

WE MUST STOP THE FUTURE OF ORCHESTRAL  
MUSIC IN BRITAIN FROM BEING STRANGLED
Please help us fight back so that Britain doesn’t miss out on the energy, creativity, and innovation  
of this generation of musicians.

This September, funding for conservatoires was cut by 50%. And the Government announced it will not be 
honouring its election pledge to put more money into arts subjects in state secondary schools. We are creating  
a teenage musical powerhouse to fight back. Please will you join us?

WE’RE GOING TO DO WHATEVER IT TAKES  
     TO KEEP OUR BEAUTIFUL MUSIC ALIVE

 GOING THE EXTRA
    MILE WITH A TUBA

Morro has tried so hard to 
seek out ways of playing 

with large ensembles 
following cuts to his local 

music service.

ENCOURAGE TEENAGE AUDIENCES AND PROMOTERS

With your help, we will be giving free tickets to more young 
people for our big concerts next year. And we’ll be developing 
teenagers’ skills to put on their own ensemble gigs and use  
their own ideas for getting teenage audiences through the door.

‘Free tickets really work. Last summer, on the NYO Hope 
Exchange tour, there was free admission for under 19s,  
which meant my friends came to hear what I play.’
JACK MYLES, 17, NYO TROMBONE

INSPIRE MUSICAL AMBITION IN NEW WAYS

NYO Inspire is going large! We need help with funding 16-20  
day-long workshops around the country to encourage talented  
teenage musicians at Grade 6 standard or above to step across the 
threshold into high-level orchestral playing. This is in addition to NYO 
Inspire Ensemble projects, and the new NYO Inspire Associates.  
All free to musicians thanks to the power of donations.

‘I think the idea of musicians who just missed getting into  
NYO coming to join us is brilliant. I know a lot of people in that  
in-between stage. That opportunity will help people feel more 
prepared when they audition again.’
CONNIE HAYWARD, 16, NYO VIOLA 

HELP NYO MUSICIANS TO SHARE THEIR KNOWLEDGE WIDELY

Every musician will be asked to give their time each year to  
cascade their learning and love of music to those coming  
up behind them.

‘It was very hard for me to find older people to give me advice.  
I will remember the NYO Winter residency in early 2020 for the rest 
of my life. Before that I thought the most I could do was be a soloist 
in a school orchestra. Then I spent those two weeks with people 
with extraordinary musicianship, who cared about lots of things. 
I’d like to transfer that to another young musician.’
BILL KO, 18, NYO VIOLA

LET’S TELL OUR MPS ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

£230 could fund an inspiring day of orchestral 
music-making for a talented teenager hungry 
for a chance.  £2,300 could pay for a whole 
orchestral section to be inspired for the day.



A BURSARY IN MEMORY OF A MUSIC LOVER

Melanie Bentham-Carter recently  
wrote to tell us why she decided to give  
a monthly gift to help a teenage musician 
be all they can be. 

‘My daughter Megan started playing 
guitar when my friend bought her a 
bubblegum-pink ¾3/4  size guitar and  
taught her a few chords. She practised  
for hours every day. 

‘I signed her up to a term of guitar lessons 
at primary school, but in a few weeks, she 
was flying through the tasks, so I found 
her a classical guitar teacher. Finding the 
money for lessons, exams, and instruments 
was tough. But with a lot of cutbacks at 
home, help from family, and freebies 
from her wonderful guitar teacher, we 
managed it.

‘Megan is now at university, studying to 
become a professional musician.

‘This summer, I saw an advert from the 
National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain, 
about the challenges facing talented 
young musicians who’ve had music cut 
from the school curriculum, and often  

have no access to music-making through  
other means because of the cost. 

‘I’m used to finding money for Megan’s 
lessons now, so decided to make a 
regular monthly donation to NYO of the 
cost of one of her lessons. My hope is that 
in some small way I can help to support 
another talented teenager to make 
music, follow their dreams, and be all 
they can be.’

If you would like to tell us your ‘why’ for 
wanting to support teenage musicians, 
do write to or email us. We would love  
to hear from you.

PASSING ON THE CHANCE  
TO PLAY MUSIC

As a secondary school English teacher, 
John Birks was a believer in the abilities 
of young people. As a passionate music 
lover, he was a long-time supporter of 
NYO. When he sadly passed away last 
year, his family could think of no greater 
tribute to him than to raise money for 
a bursary in his memory, for a young 
musician to play in the National Youth 
Orchestra of Great Britain. 

If you would be interested in knowing about ways to pay tribute to a music lover 
through supporting a seat in NYO, please get in touch with Alisdair Ashman, 
Development Manager at a.ashman@nyo.org.uk or by telephone at 020 7189 8121.

It took cutbacks at home and help from the whole  
family to give Megan the music lessons she craved.

It was a privilege to be able to mention John Birks’ 
support in our concert programme this summer.

National Youth Orchestra 
of Great Britain, 10 Great 
Turnstile, London WC1V 7JU
Charity No. 290598
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PLEASE CONTACT YOUR MP TO HELP YOUNG MUSICIANS

Unless the Government reverses 
the 50% cut in funding to music 
conservatoires it imposed in 
September, we risk a return to only 
the wealthy being able to afford to 

study music at a high level. If you 
would like to join 300 leading arts 
world figures in demanding a rethink 
of this devastation, please use the 
enclosed postcard and simply pop 

it in the freepost envelope. We will 
deliver it to the House of Commons. 

You can find the name of your MP  
here:  www.theyworkforyou.com/mps/

NYO IS BACK  
ON TOUR!
We do hope you can come  
and enjoy the music with us.

Barbican, London 
Monday 3 January, 7.00pm  
Box Office tickets@barbican.org.uk 
020 7638 8891

Ravel La Valse 
Karim Al-Zand City Scenes,  
(Three Urban Dances)  
Dani Howard Coalescence 
Rachmaninoff Symphonic Dances

Sian Edwards conductor

Warwick Arts Centre, Coventry 
Friday 7 January, 7.30pm  
Box Office 024 7652 4524

Thomas Adès Dawn (Chacony 
for Orchestra At Any Distance) 
Gabriela Lena Frank  
Three Latin American Dances  
Rachmaninoff Symphonic Dances

Andrew Gourlay conductor

Royal Festival Hall,  
Southbank Centre, London 
Saturday 23 April, 7.30pm  
Box Office 020 3879 9555

And further concerts are  
planned for the summer in  
Saffron Walden and London. 
Please watch this space.

Charity No. 290598

Dear

Please stand up for our country’s talented and committed young musicians.

Just as orchestral music is at last being enriched by the diverse voices of  talented teenage musicians from all backgrounds, the 50% cut in funding for  music conservatoires imposed in September risks this beautiful music returning  to be the preserve of the wealthy.

Talented musicians need opportunities to progress if they are to become brilliant. These opportunities are being strangled by cuts. 

Please join the National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain in speaking up in  Parliament for young musicians and their energy, creativity and innovation.

Name

Address

Please send your message in the enclosed freepost envelope to the National  Youth Orchestra of Great Britain and we will deliver it to the House of Commons.


