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The world’s greatest orchestra of teenagers needs you!

Do you love music, and want to share this love of music with
others? Do you play an orchestral instrument? Would you like to
join a community of like-minded teenagers from across the UK

who share your passion?

NYQ is recruiting musicians to be part of its huge community of young people who perform
and engage others across the UK: from symphonic performances in the UK’s greatest
concert halls, to workshops collaborating in youth settings and performances in schools
bringing musical performance to other young people; from online webinar sessions with
the world’s brightest and best musicians, to creating videos to share creativity and reach
every teenager in the country.

What is NYO 20227

NYQ is more than an orchestra, it is a dynamic community of brilliant teenage musicians
making orchestral music with, by and for their generation. As we get back to live activity we
are more determined than ever to engage young people in musical communities that give
them mind-blowing orchestral experiences alongside the opportunity to make a difference
to others. We know young people have lost out during the pandemic and we want to
accelerate their learning through our unique combination of rehearsal, performance and
engaging their generation. NYO’s fundamental discovery of the last decade and during
the pandemic year is that the more our teenage musicians have communicated their
passion for music and explored creatively the more relevant their artform has become both
to them and to other young people.

Our plans for 2022 are still evolving:

We are planning a full NYO year with 3 rehearsal/concert residencies structured around
the holidays, and a role for every musician in NYO Inspire & Open which will involve some
weekends and half terms dates. Altogether a musician will engage live for around 40 days.
There will also be digital webinars, training and preparation, and creative sessions to
connect the whole NYO community of orchestra and Inspire musicians.

While we are still working on repertoire, artists and concert plans we want to reassure you
that we intend a very big and exciting year with incredible music and huge opportunities
for young peoples’ personal and musical development.
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The outline dates we can share are as follows:

OctoberHalf Term  approx. 2 days between 23 - 31 October 2021

Winter approx. 10 days between 28 December 2021 - 9 January 2022
February Half Term approx. 3 days between 12 - 27 February 2022

Spring approx. 12 days between 4 - 24 April 2022

Summer approx. 14 days between 23 July - 7 August 2022

The audition process will be blended digital and live, designed to give musicians a brilliant
immersion infto NYO and an opportunity to show us what they can do on their instrument.

Who can join?

' Youneedtobe aged between 13 - 18 on 1 September 2021

' Youare a British citizen, or resident or studying in the United Kingdom

' Youhave Grade 8& above in your instrument or are playing at a Grade 8 & above
level (musicians can submit a letter from their teacher confirming that they are
playing at that level without taking the exam)

' You are not studying full-time at a college of music, or on a joint course with a music
college

What will | need to do in the audition?

Most instruments have two rounds of auditions. The first round will be Video Audition and
the final round auditions will be at anin-person Assessment Day.

Some instruments and young people will not have to submit a Video Audition and will be
invited straight to the Assessment Days. Those who will be invited straight to an
Assessment Day are:

M1 DoubleBass
Tuba
Harp
Percussion

All 2021 NYO Musicians

= =4 -8 =

We are inviting applications for saxophone and keyboard but are not yet arranging

auditions. Please complete your application and we’ll be in touch to arrange an audition
once our planning for 2022 has progressed.

We know many of you had a tricky pandemic year. We urge you to apply even if your music
making isnt where you expected it to be. This process is designed for us to get to know you
and help you find out which part of NYO community you can access, and what your
journey with NYO can be.
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Video Audition - First Round
This year our first round audition will be by video submission as we rebuild live activity
following the pandemic.

Candidates will be invited to submit a video recording that includes solo pieces, orchestral
excerpts and a short spoken introduction.

Please refer to the website here and download the NYO 2022 Audition Information Sheet
to see all the information needed for your video submission. This includes technical
guidelines, tips, video resource, and submission format. Your specific instrument
information sheet and excerpts are password protected due to music copyright; the

password will be available when you make an application on Musicians” Area. The
deadline for video submission Sunday 27 June 2021 at 20.30.

Double Bass, Tuba, Harp, Percussion and 2021 NYO Musicians will not need to submit a
video.

Assessment Days - Final Round

Our final round assessment days are designed to help you showcase who you are as a
musician and as a young person who loves music in the best possible environment. We
want you to have the best opportunity to give your best performances and get back to your
highest level of playing after such a difficult year. The assessment days will aim to
encourage you to re-discover the joy of performing with your peers, playing music at a high
level, and showing what music means to you through putting yourself forward for NYO. We
hope that you'll not only have auditioned for NYO but also will take away a music making
experience to start the year with energy.

The assessment day will include a solo audition in which you'll be asked to perform solo
pieces and orchestral excerpts, have a short discussion with the panel and then take part
in a short workshop with other candidates.

During the rest of the assessment day you will meet your peers, take part in learning and
creative activities, engage in musical discussions, and rehearse and perform as an

ensemble.

Please refer to the website audition page and download the information needed for the

assessment days. Your specific instrument information sheet and excerpts are password
protected due to music copyright; the password will be available when you make an
application on Musicians’ Area.

The final round assessment day dates for your instrument can be found here on the
website. Please make sure you are available for your instrument’s final round assessment

dates. When you complete your application on Musicians’ Areq, ‘Step 7: Application
Preferences’ allows you to inform us on any availability issues you may have. While we
cannot make any guarantees, we will do our best to take your availability into account
when allocating your final round assessment day.
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Arrival and departure times will be confirmed closer to the date, but please pencil yourself
from 09.30 - 18.00. We will also share information on how you and your guardians can get
to the venue and on the sighing in and out process.

Supporting you throughout the audition process

Preparing for an audition can be a daunting prospect, especially after a year of disruption
and uncertainty. We want to give candidates as much support as we can with their
audition preparation so that every young person can give their very best performance.
Below we have detailed the process we will be going through this year to help you fulfil
your potential throughout the audition process.

Welcome - On Wednesday 9 June, 18.00 - 19.30 we'll be inviting all applicants to a
webinar discussion with the NYO Team, Tutors and some NYO alumni. In this discussion
you'll hear some insights into the application and audition process, get a flavour of what an
NYQO experience is and get tips on how to successfully prepare your video submissions.
There will be a chance for you to ask questions of our panel hearing from those who have
been through the audition process and have taken part in NYO and those are part of our
learning team.

Audition Preparation - In late July / early August those candidates who are invited to final
round assessment days will get the chance once more to digitally meet the NYO Team,
NYO Tutors, alumni and current NYO musicians. A more in-depth webinar will give further
insights into what we are looking for at the final round of recruitment, ideas on how to take
your first round performance and build on it and tips on how to manage practice and
preparation over the summer holidays. We'll explore more about why orchestral excerpts
are so important and once again offer everyone the chance to ask questions and have
more specific conversations with instrumentalists and tutors.

NYO Coaching - we'll be inviting final round candidates who are educated at state
schools to apply for an individual NYO Coaching Session. This is funded by NYO Inspire
and is especially relevant to those state educated young people who are unable to meet
their instrumental teacher before the final round assessment day. These coaching
sessions will be designed to give you tips preparing for your audition over the summer
holiday. Coaching sessions will be digital and take place in late July and again in late

August.

Assessment Day - We know that nerves play a part of preparing for auditions so we'll
ensure that you have plenty of time to warm up and get fully prepared for the solo audition
part of the day. We also know that gathering with others can be daunting so we'll also be
making sure each person feels welcomed, relaxed and supported throughout. If you have
any concerns or worries about the day then please feel free to contact Hannah Mears-
Young (NYO Pastoral Support Manager) at H.Mears-Young@nyo.org.uk.
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Travel and Accommodation Bursaries - NYO is committed to ensuring that there are no
financial barriers to taking part in any of our activity, including auditions and assessment
days. Travel and Accommodation Bursaries are available for those who need to travel
longer distances to attend. Full details of how to apply will be made available to
candidates invite to assessment days.

How to apply

We recommend that you complete the application form using a computer or laptop rather
than on phones or tablets. Below are step-by-step instructions for your application.

Create your NYO online account
 Visit https://musicians.nyo.org.uk

. Click*Musicians’ Area’ and then ‘Register for an account’
f Ifyoualready have an account just sign in on the Musicians’ Area

T Click 'Apply for NYO 2022

Status
1 Ifthisisyour first time applying for any NYO activity, please select ‘new applicant’
1 Ifyouhave taken partin NYO Inspire, please select 'new applicant’
T Ifyouare acurrent NYO musician but are applying for a different section, please
select 'new applicant’

=

If you are currently or were formerly an NYO musician, please select 'former or
returning musician'’

Application for multiple instruments
1 If you'd like to audition on more than one instrument, please start a new application
for each section under My Applications. (You will not need to create a new
account).

Completing the application

T Youwill need to work through the online forms from Step 1t0 8.

' The website will guide you through each step.

{1 To start answering questions in the section, you will have to click on the pencil sign
on the top right corner of the section. This will reveal the relevant text boxes,
dropdowns or tick boxes for each question.

' Make sure you save each section before you move on. You can come back to it at a
later stage before submitting if needed.

f Once iou completed all the sections, you must submit your application on the final
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